






Concept Design Competition for “World Exposition 2010 Shanghai China The Hong Kong Pavilion”
DESIGN STATEMENT

The Preciousness Void
The pavilion represent a city with a physical boundary slashed to unfold its infinite dimension - the imaginative
“VOID” where ideas go beyond any physical boundary. Within this VOID, the boundless potential and diverse faces of
a dynamic city are unlaced for everyone to explore.
The VOLD to attract - The void forms a distinctive visual element on the pavilion’s appearance and arouses curiosi-
ty and imagination at distant.
The VOLD to Connect - The pavilion as the simplest structure by which man positions himself in the natural environ-
ment has universal meanings across culture and time. In our design the VOID in the pavilion symbolizes a VOID of
connection - to connect different races, past & future, man and nature, physical and super-physical.
Hierarchy of Development around the VOID -  the VOID divides the pavilion vertically into three layers in an ascend-
ing levels of the city development of Hong Kong - from the city built environment and infrastructure, to the infinitive cre-
ativity, and on the top to the envisaged future for a green sustainable environment. Each level employs distinctive il-
lustrative means to exhibit the corresponding themes as detailed below.

Area Summary
Exhibition halls are located at G/F, 1/F and 2/F, with total area =approx. 1000sq.m. The VIP reception area(approx 50
sq.m), souvenir counter, office and plant room are located at office at ground floor.

COMMUNICATIVE OBJECTIVES 

The Pavilion is to share with world-wide visitors the enchanted and precious qualities of the Hong Kong City - its
compactness, vibrancy and convenience, the ability and creativity to transcend limitations and constraints into poten-
tials and advantages, and its endowment of a splendid nature which all form integral parts of the balanced and quality
city life of Hong Kong. Above all, the pavilion is to bring out the vision for a better life and a better city through the
intricate interplay among the three levels of the city development. 

3 Layers of Experiences - The pavilion takes on a form of 3 main layers to illustrate the above:
1st layer – City Fabric & Infrastructure 
Visitors entering from the plaza, will first get  a taste of the dense city fabric of Hong Kong by walking through
large scale models of the existing and future superstructure and infrastructure connections with the mainland Chi-
na and the world. 
2nd layer – Infinitive Creativity & Idea Exchange
Going further up, visitors will emerge from the more enclosed environment to the open intermediate landscape lay-
er. The infinite reflections generated by the reflective membranes on its sky and ground symbolize the infinitive
nature of creativity that is to be unfold within this interactive space. The undulating landscape is embedded with
interactive screens and showcases displaying the open and sophisticated financial and trading system, high in-
formation technology and the embodiment of highly diversified cultures. LED lights embedded onto the structural
columns interact with the screens to turn the VOID into a transparent space for information exchange. The platform
is also a large open area for performances and cultural exchange.
3rd layer – Envisaged Future 
Up from the VOID to the uppermost layer, visitors are received with the true beauty of the physical world. Under
sunscreens with gentle natural light and ventilation are large projections of real-life videos of the natural won-
ders of Hong Kong. A video room also features documentaries on the Hong Kong’s urban renewal and sustain-
able city development.   

Through the distinct experiences through the three levels, the visitors are called to rethink on the position of cities
and the true meaning of better city and better life.   

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

Sustainable designs are employed throughout the pavilion in the following aspects:

Material and construction - this 6-month pavilion takes a lightweight, prefabricated and demountable  steel-frame
structure composed of mainly recycled/ recyclable/ reusable materials.
Double-layer skin is employed to give high insulating performance. The outer layer is made of polyethylene non-wo-
ven textile which forms the sensuous appearance of the pavilion and also acts as an insulating layer. The inner layer
is recyclable membrane sheeting to provides thermal and sound insulation while forming a smooth translucent sur-
face for the interior exhibition spaces and acts as screens for projections and printed on for exhibitions. This translucent
sheeting will also be used for the sun-screens on the upper sun deck. Reflective sheeting will be employed for the ceil-
ing and the platforms of the middle “VOID”. Both skins are highly durable and the membrane is also highly reusable for
other exhibition projects after the exhibition period.

The pavilion from inside out enables a delighting and refreshing experience and interaction with nature/ environment
which is the essence and the beauty of the pavilion.
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